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January 2023 

 

“The gardening season officially begins on January 1st, and ends on December 31st” 
     - Marie Huston  

 

What’s Happening in January? 

All links are underlined in blue 

January 1st:  First Day Hike Chatham Conservation Foundation 
January 5th: Marconi Zoom Webinar How will Climate change affect NE storms?  
January 6th:  New Year Full Moon Walk at Long Pasture, Cummaquid 
January 10th: CGC Board Meeting 1:00 Small Conference Room 
January 17th:  General Meeting 12:30/1:00 Community Center     
   Program Speaker: Donelle Denery on Vegetable Gardening Design. For more   
information on Donelle and her program, go to January 17th program in our handbook 
or on our website under January Programs  
January 21st & 22nd:  Cape & Islands Orchid Show   Hyannis 

 

Sad News: One of our long-time members, Ann DePatie, passed away on 
November 27th.  Link:   Ann DePatie 

 

February Meeting:  Soup & Bread - We are looking for 3 Soups and 3 Breads to share 
with our members. Please email Hospitality Co-Chairs,  Pat O'Reilly  or Gail Lowe  for 
more details & if you can make a batch of soup or bring a loaf of bread! 

 

http://www.chathamgardenclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/chathamgardenclub
https://www.chathamconservationfoundation.org/upcomingevents
https://www.chathamconservationfoundation.org/upcomingevents
https://www.chathaminfo.com/events/details/how-might-climate-change-affect-new-england-s-storms-19656?calendarMonth=2023-01-01
https://www.massaudubon.org/program-catalog/wellfleet-bay/85665-new-year-full-moon-exploration-at-long-pasture
http://www.chathamgardenclub.org/
https://caios.org/
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/chatham-ma/ann-depatie-11036695
mailto:pmoreilly1@gmail.com
mailto:gailowe@gmail.com


Happy New Year!  Have you made any garden resolutions for the new year? Here are 
some great ones from Triangle Gardener:  Gardeners Resolutions  

 

Garden Center Discount Cards (aka Agway Discount Cards). If anyone has lost or 
needs a replacement card, please email:  Donna Maiocca 

 

Our Horticulture Table for January will coincide with our January speaker on 
vegetable gardening. Beth Taylor is doing the presentation table this month and it will 
focus on growing vegetables, demo catalogs from different seed companies, suggested 
varieties, free seed packets, common diseases/pest posters, free Master Gardener fact 
sheets.  Please be sure to stop by the Horticulture table prior to our meeting.  

 

 

Photo by Ellen Healy 

Betty Magnusson on new bench at Sears Park Memorial Triangle - Donated by Betty 

 in memory of her husband, Leonard Magnusson 

 

 

Book Review of American Eden: David Hosack, Botany, and Medicine in the 

Garden of the Early Republic,  Author:  Victoria Johnson   

Book is available through our CLAMS database or on Amazon. 

   By Beth Taylor    

With all the interest in propagating natives in our local gardens, I have often wondered about the 

Chatham landscape prior to European colonization.  While the book American Eden: David 

Hosack, Botany, and Medicine in the Garden of the Early Republic didn’t answer my questions 

about the Cape’s ecology in the 17th and 18th centuries, anyone who enjoys gardening, botany, 

https://www.trianglegardener.com/10-garden-resolutions-for-every-gardener/#:~:text=10%20Garden%20Resolutions%20for%20Every%20Gardener%201%20Save,pile%20or%20buy%20a%20bin%20...%20More%20items
mailto:maioccadonna@gmail.com


colonial history and the value of medicinal plants will enjoy this book.  Author Victoria Johnson 

focuses on the amazing life of David Hosack, America’s “first” botanist.  Born in New York City 

in 1769, he finished his medical training in Scotland and England. The early American colonial 

population was frequently devastated by yellow fever; Dr. Hosack was convinced that the 

treatment of many diseases, including yellow fever, would be found in plants.  While studying 

abroad, he explored many botanical gardens and became good friends with curators and 

botanists.  On returning to the United States, he determined that the country needed a botanical 

research center of its own. 

The author weaves the current issues of those times throughout the biography.  For instance, 

Hamilton and Burr were Hosack’s patients and friends.  They both chose him as the physician 

present at their duel.  Another example of this author’s tapestry is the connection between the 

doctor and Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Alexander von Humboldt, John Adams, the 

Marquis de Lafayette and many other colonial leaders.  (Given the hyper-animosity displayed 

over the past six years in our current politics, I laughed out-loud at the statement attributed to 

John Adams that “Hamilton suffered from excess semen, which turned into “choler” and 

“ascended to the brain”—making Hamilton’s …. policies the product of “a superabundance of 

secretions which he could not find Whore enough to draw off.”…..Some things haven’t change.)  

An additional underlying theme explored the competition between Philadelphia and New York 

City for being the cultural center of the new Republic.  Dr. Hosack was outraged when a 

mastodon fossil found in New York is transported to the new natural history museum in 

Philadelphia.  And, as might be expected, Dr. Hosack was supportive of Lewis and Clark’s 

“Corps of Discovery” and their plant collections.  Unless you are a historian, I expect you will be 

surprised at the other characters who were involved in this expedition and the final location of 

the extensive plant collection and research notes. 

For those of us who love plants, the author incorporates many references to both native and 

exotic plants, including common and scientific names, throughout the book.  When known, the 

medical value of the plants is also described.  Dr. Hosack, with his own funds, does establish a 

20-acre botanical garden.  After years of supporting the garden to the detriment of his family, 

the doctor convinces New York state to take it over.  The exotic plants were sold to private 

homes and the land was developed for houses.  The Rockefeller Center now occupies that 

space.  Despite that outcome, the author argues that Dr. Hosack’s botanical efforts laid the 

groundwork for the establishment of the New York botanical garden. 

Victoria Johnson is currently an associate professor of urban policy and planning at Hunter 

College in New York City, where she teaches on the history of New York City.  Her writing is 

well researched and imaginative, bringing the historical characters, the development of New 

York City and the ecology of America to life.  I think you will be fascinated by her celebration of 

this colonial hero. 

 

 



 

Even in the winter, the gardens at the Atwood House are worth a visit!  

 

Photos by Edie Hamilton                                                Note the rosemary bush in the middle! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Queen Anne & Training Field Triangle in the Winter & warner months: 
                Photos by Linda Halvorsen & Jen Stello 

                                                            

 
Queen Anne Triangle in Winter                        Queen Anne Triangle in the Spring  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Pictures from our Holiday Luncheon at Wequassett: Photos By Jen Stello 

 

 
            The Committee: Pat, Donna, Gail & Amanda                      Harriet, Lynne & Nancy 

 

 

 

 

 
              Marilyn, Cece, Liz & Reindeer Katherine  Debbie, Claire & Ellen 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  More pictures from our Holiday Luncheon at Wequassett 

 

 
        Winners of some of the centerpieces:  Jen Stello & Gay Murdoch   

 

 

 

Photos by Gail Lowe 

       Getting a ride to their cars at Wequassett: Jo-anne, JoAnne Tully & Linda      

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   Fish Pier tree decorating 2022 

 

 
Barbara Cotnam, George Cooper, Midge Nash 

Jan Rust, Danielle James, Gay Murdoch, Donna Maiocca 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                       Sears Park with buoy tree 

 

 

 



 

“Silver Bells” at the Town Hall window boxes, thanks to Bette Hahner & Ellen Healy! 

 

 

 

Are you bored and looking for a “winter project”?  Try making some hypertufa pots! 

See link below 

 
 

Hypertufa pots   from Proven Winners 

 

 
 

Take a walk on one of our many beaches this month! 

OR one of Chatham’s walking trails - Chatham Conservation Foundation Walking Trails 
 
 

 
 

https://beauty.provenwinners.com/diy/outdoor-living/hypertufa/?utm_source=article-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Hypertufa-DIY-12-22-22
https://www.chathamconservationfoundation.org/trailguide


 
 

Hydrangea Festival Garden Tour COMMITTEE being formed!  The Hydrangea 

Festival is now a stand-alone committee. Our first Committee Meeting will be 

immediately after our January 17th general meeting. If you are interested in attending 

this first meeting to plan the garden tour and have not already signed up, please email 

Edie Hamilton or Donna Maiocca. 
 

 

 

Next month’s Sproutings will focus on Birds and Backyard Wildlife - If you have any 

pictures of birds or wildlife in your yard, please email them to me! Donna Maiocca 

 

  

 

 

mailto:ediehamilton@comcast.net
mailto:maioccadonna@gmail.com
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