Chatham Garden Club
chathamgardenclub.org | facebook.com/chathamgardenclub

September, 2022
“I’m not aging, I just need repotting.” — Anonymous

What’s Happening in September?
Sept. 7th, 17th, 21st, & 24th Chatham Conservation Foundation Walks:
CCF September walks (Hit link and go to “Walks & Events” tab
Upcoming Events & scroll down to September walks)
Sept. 7th & 21st: Chatham Lighthouse Tour 1-3 o’clock Visit our Town Garden!
Sept. 13th: GCG Board Meeting 1:00 Community Center - small conference room
Sept. 20th: General meeting: Tour of Wequassett Gardens - See below

SEPTEMBER MEETING - Please read!
Garden Tour at Wequassett Resort and Golf Club
It’s time to say “Goodbye” to summer and “Hello” to fall. Which means - It’s time for us to
gather together once a month at our General Meetings, to learn “all things
gardening” through our programs, to make new friends, to put our CGC gardens to
bed, and to put some of our energy to fundraising. Our September General
Meeting/Program is our first time “to gather together”. How to plan a full year of
programs? We decided to research what Programs were held over the years and to
listen to the suggestions of our members. The research showed us that the first
program of our new year had varied from New Member Tea, Fashion Show,
Luncheon/entertainment, to a Garden Tour. Listening to members pointed us in
the direction of field trips. So, we decided to start the year with a Garden Tour to
explore fall plantings and to end the year with a Garden Tour to explore spring
plantings. What better place to kick off our year than a tour of the beautiful gardens
at the Wequassett Resort! Tom Hatch, the long time Gardener, will lead our tour.

The Wequassett Resort hopes to limit the members touring the gardens to 30
members (the average number of members attending our meetings).
If you are interested in attending, please contact (phone, text, email) Harriet Prout
by September 9th . A reply will be sent with the place to meet at Wequassett along with
the time to meet. A list of those attending will be forwarded to the Membership
Committee and they will prepare name tags. Thank you!
Fingers crossed for a beautiful day!! Harriet Prout & Linda Halvorsen

SAVE THE DATE! “Oktoberfirst”: (Oktoberfest) Saturday, October
1st, 5-7 o’clock at Mason’s Lodge, 52 Old Harbor Road. Cost $25.00
per person with all members and member friends invited. German
beer & wine, bratwurst, pork loin, cabbage salads, german desserts.
Accordion player to get you into the German celebration mode,
raffles. Send your check for $25 per person payable to Chatham
Garden Club & mail to our PO Box 392, Chatham 02633.

Scroll to last page for Holiday Luncheon Invitation at Wequassett

Free Soil testing (pH only): Soil testing is important to aid in diagnosing plant
nutritional problems, to save money by applying only nutrients needed, and to provide
optimal fertility for plant growth. Soils on Cape Cod tend to be acidic. Most plants thrive
when the soil pH is closer to neutral. If you would like a Master Gardener (perhaps one
of our own members) to test your soil for pH, please print the two forms from links below
and follow instructions. Bring the form with your soil samples to our October meeting. If
your soil test results as needing to increase your pH (adding lime), it will take about six
months to raise the pH, so your soil would be improved by next Spring when you are
ready to plant.
Soil sample instructions
Soil Test

Conservation Book Recommendation

by Pulitzer Prize winning science write Ed Yong

An Immense World: How Animal Senses Reveal the Hidden Realms Around Us

Planting at the Eldredge Library: Eldredge library board of trustees has asked our
Club to help them put in some perennials/shrubs. They will pay for them all, but need us
to choose and plant them. Please email either Bette Hahner at bhahner@comcast.net or
Donna at maioccadonna@gmail.com if you can help out! Date to be determined.

PICTURES ARE BETTER THAN WORDS!
Remember when our first day back at school, we had to write about what we did over
our Summer vacation? Well, the pictures below encompass more than the summer
months, but here are some highlights from what we have been doing since Spring
vacation!
From our June meeting at Jen Stello’s:

Susan West & Bette Hahner,
two of our veteran members reminiscing
on polishing the silver for tea “back in the day"

George Cooper & Donna

Our Fundraisers:
Downton Abbey - Orpheum Theater - where $3594 was netted
Plant Sale - Most successful yet - netting $5949
And the BIG finale - our Hydrangea Festival Garden Tour which netted $14,600

From the Orpheum Theater fundraising movie, Downton Abbey:

From the Orpheum fundraiser: Amanda Davis, Barb Cotnam & Harriet Prout

From our Plant Sale:

Marilyn setting up

Bette and Beth

Harriet and Linda carrying plants

Liz and Barb

Mary Ellen, Nat & Kit

Beth & Jen

Pat & Midge

Jo-anne & Jacquie

●
Bette Hahner & Donna with Madonna’s boat!

Jo-anne getting our coffee set up early at the Plant Sale

Jacquie Crimins

Liz arranging pots

Judy Schmitt & Ella Leavitt

Midge with our gardening books

Membership co-chairs, Mary Ellen & Kit

From Facebook:
From our Facebook page sharing a picture of dahlias purchased from Beth Taylor at the Plant

sale:
“A BIG thank you to the lovely woman who sold me 5 little sprigs of her Dahlia plants at the sale on June
4th. 3 are in bloom and are magnificent and the other 2 have buds--one of which was her favorite color!
Can't wait to see it! Thank You! “ (Donna Phelan)

From the Hydrangea Festival Garden Tour

Harriet & Linda at Linnell Lane

.

Great shots from

Donna, Cece & Judy at Beth Holdien’s gardens

gardens on the tour!

Thank you to all of the homeowners who opened their gardens - picture on the right is from our OWN
member, Beth Holden’s shed with her collection of bird nests. Her gardens were beautiful too!

From the July 28th Chronicle, Letters to the Editor:
Sharing The Hydrangea Magic
Editor: On behalf of the Chatham Garden Club, I would like to extend a tremendous thank you to the
private homeowners who opened their gardens to Cape Cod residents and visitors for the July 15
Hydrangea Festival tour. It was a banner event under beautiful sunny skies, and local attendance was
bolstered by a wonderful timely write-up by Justin Alex of The Chronicle. Our town is unique, and being
able to share that magic is very special. All the proceeds from the event are dedicated to maintaining 10
town gardens, stimulating learning and knowledge amongst amateur Chatham gardeners and supporting
scholarships. Thank you again to the homeowners and to all who attended!
Edie Hamilton, Chatham Garden Club

For all of our members that volunteered at the Hydrangea Festival Garden Tour, there
was a drawing for a hydrangea given to all participating non-profits at the Hydrangea
Festival kick-off party, and the lucky winner of our hydrangea: Claire Krueger, shown
below happily accepting her hydrangea! Congratulations Claire and thanks for helping
make our Garden Tour such a success!

Claire Krueger

Back to words:
Workshops: Our members are always ‘checking the box’ on their membership
applications for workshops. We are looking for members who can put on a workshop.
Our own Sonny Gada is offering us one in November with a fall theme, but we would
like others to come forward to help us with other months. December would be an ideal
month for a boxwood tree or wreath workshop, but our December meeting is our Holiday
luncheon at Wequassett, so we would not be able to have a holiday workshop in
December. But please put on your ‘creative’ hat and give us some ideas with hopefully
the offer to lead a workshop!
Email our Horticulture chair - Mary Ellen Sobol (mesobol@hotmail.com)with your
workshop ideas and help with leading one!
“Bloom a Book” Floral arrangement idea I’m throwing out to all of you: My friend, who
is a member of the Sandwich Garden Club recently shared something their Garden Club
is doing - they are having it at their local library, which we could do, but we could also
make it a Horticulture table one month at one of our meetings.. The gist of it is you pick
a book and do a floral arrangement to coordinate with the book. A member could do this
on her/his own or pair up with someone who picks the book and then another member
makes the floral arrangement. Please give me feedback (via email) so I can see if there
is enough interest to have us go forward with this great idea! I will repeat this request for
interest in our October Sproutings.

Massachusetts Native Plant of the Month: White Yarrow (achillea
millefolium). From Backyard Garden Lover:

White yarrow is sometimes also just called common yarrow milfoil. It’s a
flowering perennial that blooms throughout summer and grows to 2-3 feet
tall. It has a spread of 1-2 feet, on average.
Yarrow is very low maintenance with low water needs also, and it blooms for weeks,
creating beauty in your garden for a long time in the season. It does best in full sun and
average to dry moisture. However, good draining will be essential to the health of the
plant. If you want to attract butterflies to your lawn or garden, white yarrow is a must.

Holiday Party at Wequassett Invitation:

Hit the link below

Holiday Luncheon Invitation
If you have changed your email, address or phone number, please email Jacquie
with these changes: jacquie.crimins@gmail.com. These will be posted in an upcoming
Sproutings so everyone can update their handbooks.

Sad Loss for Chatham Garden Club
Susan Curcio passed away in late August. After joining GC in 2016, Susan helped in leading
Plant Sales; Co-Chairing Hospitality; and serving a year as Co-President in 2020-21. This past
club year, she was President of CGC, her role shortened by cancer. We’ll remember Susan’s
butternut squash soup, her wit, her Sproutings articles. Details at Nickerson Funeral Home

